TESTIMONY

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
Proposed revisions to Chapter TAX 18

WISCONSIN WATERFOWL ASSOCIATION:

Approves the proposed revisions, as presently written.

My name is Don Kirby, | represent the Members and Project Staff of the
Wisconsin Waterfowl Association, from all over the state, as the Executive

Director of this organization.

The Wisconsin Waterfowl Association approves of the proposed revision to

Chapter TAX 18.05(1), relating to assessment of agricultural property.

Although the WWA is not directly affected by the proposed change in the tax
code, as we do not own any agricultural lands, nor any lands in the Wetlands
Reserve Program (WRP), through our nearly 30 years of wetland restoration
works, across the state of Wisconsin, the Wisconsin Waterfowl Association has
partnered with scores of landowners who have been negatively affected by the
current tax code. It is a most unfortunate result, when a landowner makes the far-
sighted decision to invest time, money, and effort, in restoring, enhancing, and
protecting the wetland areas of their property for future generations, only to face
an unwelcome tax burden, as a thank-you for their efforts! This is the reason | am
here, to share our support for changes to the code that enable wetlands restored
through state and federal easement programs, such as WRP, to retain

agricultural tax treatment.

The Wetland Reserve Program is a Farm Bill Program which means that USDA

recognizes the ways that wetlands benefit farmers and farmland. WRP, and other



state & federal easement programs like it, helps restore wetlands which trap and
filter runoff of nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment; all products of normal
agricultural practices. WRP sites help improve water quality and provide a
positive image for modern agribusiness, by showing how they incorporate a
variety of land-use practices to do what is best for the land, wildlife and the

community.

Over the years, we have worked with countless ag-producers, across the state,
restoring wetlands on their properties. These projects help everyone, by keeping
water where it should be. Trapping water in large, agriculturally unproductive

areas (wetlands) through restoration, we mitigate flooding concerns, down-slope.

This, in turn, helps to reduce crop and soil loss on neighboring farms, and
reduces maintenance time and expense on farm drainage swales and ditches.
Most farmers we work with are very in-tune with wildlife on their farms and see
these restorations as a way to benefit the land, wildlife, neighboring farms and
the community, as a whole. In nearly every case, a portion of a property which
qualifies to become part of the Wetland Reserve Program, is in an area that is
not very productive, as it is simply too wet to farm on a regular basis, and the
only “enhancement” to the property is one that offers benefit to the whole

community, through the positive impacts that wetlands provide to all of us.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to the Committee.
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