
TESTIMONY 

 

SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

 SENATE BILL 368 

 

WISCONSIN WATERFOWL ASSOCIATION: 

opposed to passage of the bill, as presently written. 

 

My name is Don Kirby, I represent the Members of the Wisconsin Waterfowl 

Association, from all over the state, as the Executive Director of this organization. 

 

The Wisconsin Waterfowl Association, in agreement with our partners in 

conservation, the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation, is opposed to passage of this 

bill as written.  We request that the Members of the Committee consider the 

adjustments to the bill, as previously provided by our friends at the Wisconsin 

Wetland Association.   

 

We, like our partners, believe there are a number of very positive aspects of the 

bills, including: 

1.  Establishing one permit system for all wetlands.  

2. Creating a more efficient review and approval process for routine projects  

    with minor impacts (i.e., general permits) as already provided for under current   

    federal approvals for WI projects.  

3. Modifying statutes relating to public input on and enforcement of wetland 

    permits to be consistent with current or proposed WI statutes for lakes, rivers, 

    and streams.  

4. Authorizing the DNR to establish an in-lieu fee mitigation program in 

    collaboration with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.   

 



However, there are numerous other aspects of the bill which would weaken 

existing wetland protections, likely as an unintended consequence of the 

language. We believe that these can be addressed with amendments which will 

improve the bill significantly, including to help eliminate conflict with federal 

wetland permit approval processes, and to protect exceptional wetland resources 

and their attending wildlife habitat.  

 

We would be pleased to support the bill, and encourage our Members to do the 

same, if the needed adjustments can be made. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to the Committee.  

 

 

 

 

Presented By:  

Don Kirby 

Executive Director – Wisconsin Waterfowl Association 

W2034 Tear Drop Lane 

Freedom, WI  54130 

262-224-4949 


