
 

March 14 - 2016 

Senator Robert Cowles 
District 19 
 
RE: SB 493 – “the aquaculture bill” 
 
Dear Senator Cowles, 
 
I’m writing to you today, at this late hour, before the Senate’s last planned day of  work 
tomorrow, in hopes of  convincing you to reject SB 493, as currently written. 
 
Despite the efforts of  our partners in conservation, and even the efforts of  our board 
president, to reach a compromise with the authors of  the bill, and Senator Tiffany, 
respectively, we have been unsuccessful in removing the perhaps unintended negative 
consequences of  this legislation for wetland habitats here in Wisconsin.  These changes 
were offered to remove redundancy and inconsistencies within the proposed language, 
to ensure the final provisions address industry concerns without harming wetland 
resources, and to improve consistency with federal law. 
 
If  the changes that have been detailed by our partners were made, not only could groups 
like WWA, Ducks Unlimited, and the WI Wetland Association drop our opposition for 
this bill, but we could become advocates for the proposal, instead! 
 
None of  our groups is opposed to streamlining the approval process for aquaculture or 
any other industry, but our position is that streamlining can and should be done in a way 
that does not allow or encourage harm to wetlands and waterways. This bill violates those 
principles. 
 
On behalf  of  the board of  directors and members of  the WI Waterfowl Association, I 
thank you for your consideration of  this request. 

 
Sincerely,  

 
Don Kirby - Executive Director  
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