


2023: Habitat Mission
Wood Duck Box Program - 2023
• Volunteers put out 120 wood duck 

boxes
• maintained 300+ more 

• Hanging close to 100 more this year
• Sold 112 more online to WI residents

Logistics
• Funding Support – NRF*
• Blackwell transition  

• Volunteer backfill
• Move to McNaughton



2023: Habitat Mission
Adopt a Wildlife Area program
• Wood duck boxes, invasives
• Black tern, accessible blinds
• ‘23 Initiatives  

• Fence line at Paradise valley 
(chapter grant program)

Looking ahead:  

• New statewide coordinator: 
Ryan Disterhaft

• GB agreement with NRCS for 
Abrams



2023: Habitat Mission
Public Lands Program with the DNR
• Signed 2=>3-year contract w/ WDNR.  

• 1.4M acres of property to manage
• State has the funding, but not the staff or expertise
• 75% funded by DNR, 

• Remainder by EXPO, Foundations, WWA

• Year one: Ramp-up and Process development, 
initial reveiws
• Hired 1.5 FTE ecologists
• + received $150,000 in Duck Stamp grants

• Wild rice restoration

… opening doors to new types of opportunities: NRCS, 
KSI/Jackson Marsh, Little Yellow River



2023: Habitat Mission
Private lands Program
• More later…
• Value proposition to duck hunters

• Most ducks harvested in WI are hatched in 
WI (65%)

• Most restorable wetlands are privately held 
(75-85%)

• Breeding ducks prefer smaller wetlands 
over larger bodies—they are more 
productive

• Private landowners invested in their lands 
maintain those lands

• Restoration project filming



2023: Habitat Mission
Looking Ahead:
• AWA program statewide coord
• PLE project starts
• Wild rice program growth
• NRCS contract

• $100K / year, another ecologist?



WWA’s Public Lands 
Program

• Wetland restoration project design and 
implementation

• Wild rice restoration
• Year One: Setting the groundwork for 

project implementation in 2024 and 2025



The Process

• Identify sites

• Desktop review

• Discussions with managers
• Site visits

• Project design
• Permitting

• Contracting construction work



Determining 
Restoration Potential

• Presence of drain tile or ditching

• Recreational use and management goals

• Property boundaries and potential 
impact to private lands

• Farm leases and other incompatible land 
use

• Confirming elevations, modeling



PLE By The Numbers

• 145 properties reviewed, ~350,000 acres
• 1 restoration in permitting (Navarino 

Wildlife Area)
• 1 restoration in final design, nearing 

permitting (Peter Helland Wildlife Area)
• 1 restoration in design, on hold until 2026 

(Brooklyn Wildlife Area)
• Numerous projects in early discussion and 

project design (Kettle Moraine State Forest 
& Young Prairie SNA, Evansville Wildlife 
Area, Wolf River Bottoms, Koshkonong
Wildlife Area, Deer Creek)



Wild Rice 
Conservation

• Partnered with DNR to collect and seed 
wild rice within the Ceded Territories

• Annual plant
• 250 pounds collected, 1,400 pounds 

purchased in 2023



Navarino Wildlife Area, Schwano County





Alternative 3
Plug and long berm at 799

plug 1093 cubic yds $6,533 estimate cost 15.8 acres modelled $475 cost/acre
berm 139 $972 16.9 acres ft modelled

= ditch plug
= low-level berm
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Peter Helland Wildlife Area, Columbia County





Ditch plug
Water control

Eyebrow berm

Scrape, spoil source

Old WCS/culvert

Direct flow
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Why this partnership? (think we’re saying the same things multiple 
times in this section—too many words = too small font = hard to read 
from distance
DNR experiences limitations in funding and staff capacity to design and implement 
desired wetland restorations. WWA has contracted with the DNR to search out 
restoration opportunity, and design and implement plans where feasible.
DNR lacks the experience and capacity to search out wetland restoration 
opportunities statewide. 

Considerations:
1) Restore historic hydrology while minimizing infrastructure & maintenance
2) Recreational use may influence project acceptance
3) Impact to private lands is the most common limiting factor. In some cases, 

working with neighboring landowners may be possible.

Lessons Learned in Our First Year:
• Consider long-term management: how can we minimize infrastructure and 

maintenance, so that a restoration supports management rather than hindering it 
or adding to the workload?

• Site use and impact to existing infrastructure is a major consideration. With new 
acquisitions, assess opportunities for hydrologic restoration early whenever 
possible.

• Property lines are one of the most common limiting factors. If a restoration would 
not otherwise be feasible, good relations with neighbors can mean project buy-in 
and collaboration opportunity

 

New Partnership to Benefit Wisconsin’s Public Land Wetlands

Authors: Mark Pfost, Anna Rzchowski, Peter Ziegler 

Supporting Wild Rice Restoration in Wisconsin’s Ceded Territories

Wild rice serves as important food and habitat for wildlife and humans, and Wisconsin Waterfowl 
Association is supporting DNR efforts to manage and restore wild rice in Wisconsin’s Ceded Territories. Staff 
& volunteers collected 250 lbs. of wild rice in 2023, which was then given to the DNR to sow on other 
flowages. WWA also purchased an additional 1,400 lbs. which was planted on DNR priority sites. 

(I’m thinking) 
Stands of wild rice provide both food and cover for wildlife and a culturally important food source for 
humans. As a high-energy (need to verify high energy) food source, it’s important to migrating waterfowl. 
The dense nature of stands provide habitat for secretive marsh birds such as Virginia rails. 

Its significance among some tribes has existed for eons.   It has religious as well as sustenance value blah 
blah blah something along this line. 

DNR & GLFWIC estimate that XXX acres or  YYY flowages have potential for rice restoration which will keep 
WWA  busy  for at least the term of this agreement. Do we have any numbers that might work here?
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2010 WWA Project and Proposed Phase II





6 water control structures
4 ditch fills/plugs and berms
Scrapes 6
1 Sheet Pile Structure
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*Intent is to match those funds with NAWCA Grant in October 






























