
   
Wisconsin Waterfowl Association Project Report 

Project Site: Navarino State Wildlife Area 5   Completed: July 2024 

Background: This site was recommended to WWA by the Navarino property manager in May of 
2023. A previous landowner dug a 1,500’ ditch sometime between 1938 and 1983—presumably 
to enhance farming operations. 

Project development: The site was initially 
surveyed in July 2023. WWA then engaged 
DNR with the first iteration of potential 
designs. After additional discussions WWA and 
DNR agreed on a restoration plan. Wetland 
permits were applied for and WWA developed 
and distributed an RFP the following spring. 
James J. Grunewald, Inc. was chosen.  

The restoration plan consisted of a 150’ ditch plug at the ditch’s eastern end and a scrape to 
provide material for the plug. Most ditch-side trees and shrubs were removed prior to the 
beginning of dirt work.  An old, partially functioning culvert was also removed from the site.   

 

 

 

 

Spring and early summer 2024 was wet delaying 
restoration work until early July. The project required three construction days to complete.  

Costs, Funding: 
DNR Wetland General Permit Surcharge $8,017 
WWA  Surveying, designing, permitting, management (in kind) $888 
DNR Forestry mowing (in kind) $150 
DNR Waterfowl Stamp Funds $1,983 

TOTAL $11,038 
 
County: Shawano          HUC 12: 040302020903                    Lat./Long.: 44.6329N 88.5509W 
 
Cost/acre: Modelling suggested 14 acres of impact, at approximately $788/acre 
 
Other Comments: A visit again in late December showed the ditch was full of water, and much 
of the wooded area to the north of the ditch was inundated as planned. Eventually, many trees, 
including prickly ash, will die out, resulting in more open water. The restoration appears to be 
successful.  

June: Pre-work ditch July: Same point, post--work  Nov: Plug holding water, scrape full.  


