
   
Wisconsin Waterfowl Association Project Report 

Project Site: Peter Helland State Wildlife Area  Completed: Feburary 2025 

Background: WWA identified this site through aerial imagery review. DNR land manager told 
WWA they wanted to restore the area, but couldn’t figure out how. A network of ditches was dug 
across the site for farming; much of the ditching is evident in 1937 aerial imagery.  

Project development: The site’s lack of topographic relief and property boundaries made 
project design challenging, necessitating multiple site visits and design discussions with DNR 
before a final plan was agreed to.   

That plan included a 1,000’ ditch fill, four ditch plugs, installation of a water control structure, 
and construction of half a dozen shallow eyebrow berms and associated scrapes.  

Permits were approved by 
summer of 2024 and a RFP 
was sent out in September. 
Krause Excavating, Inc. was 
selected and a contract was 
signed.  

Most of the work was 
completed by the end of 

February, 2025. The stone spillway will be installed once rock is available and conditions allow 
placement (May 2025). 

 

 

 

 

Costs, Funding: 

DNR Waterfowl Stamp Funds $67,321 
TOTAL $67,321 

 
County: Columbia          HUC Ranking: 7                 Lat./Long.: 43.5278N 89.2320W 
 
Cost/acre: Estimated acres impacted 125 total $538/acre 
 
 

Typical Ditch Installation of WCS Ditch Fill 


